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Case of Anomalous Periodical Ovarian Tumour. 
By Cuartes O, Wareks, M. D. 


(Communicated by Professor Dunglison.) 


Mrs. M , aged about 43, enjoyed uninterrupted good health till about 
the 18th year of her age, W hen great menstrual derangement, almost amount- 
ing to suppression, supervened. ‘This derangement seems to have originated 
from sea- bathing, during the period of the catamenial discharge and at other 
times. ‘The patient, from a feeling of delicacy too common in such cases, 
kept her disease as profound a secret as possible. About this time she was 
married, and it was not until some years after that, worn down almost by a 
profuse and obstinate leucorrhe@a, which followed soon upon the menstrual 
derangement, and was finally attended with considerable prolapsus uteri, she 
laid her case ‘fairly before her physician. Under his treatment the leucor- 
rhaea was, I believe, entirely cured, and the prolapsus remedied by means of 
a supporter, which has been worn up to the present time. It does not appear, 
however, that the catamenia were ever réestablished; at any rate they have 
not appeared for the last eight or ten years, and the patient, naturally of 
what is sometimes called the ‘‘ nervous’’ temperament, has of late years la- 
boured under excessive nervous impressibility. Some six or eight years 
since she began to suffer much from the frequent recurrence, in the preecor- 
dial region, of a pain very much resembling the pain of that anomalous dis- 
ease, “ angina pectoris.” This being attended with dyspnea, considerable 
asciles, &c., she was attended by several physicians in turn, and treated for 
pericarditis, ‘* dropsy of the heart,” &c., under all which no material amend- 
ment was perceptible. ‘These spasms of pain becoming considerably aggra- 
vated, and being attended with considerable determination of blood to the 
head, at such times as the catamenial evacuation should naturally have oe- 
curred, monthly venesecticn was resorted to abot two years since, and at 
the time of my acquaintance with the patient—about one year ago—had be- 
come an established habit. ‘These monthly bleedings being undoubtedly in- 
jurious in their ultimate effects upon persons of such nervous impressibility, 
I am trying to discontinue them, and procure relief by the use of other 
means. 

With these preliminaries, | come now to the facts from which I think the 
case derives its chief interest. ‘The patient seems for some time previous to 
have suffered much from pain in the left iliac region, but it was only about 
two years ago—at which time she fell into the hands of iny former partner, 
Dr. S. B. Hanford—that a tumour was discovered, evidently rising from 
the left iliac region, and occupying at least one-half of the abdominal 
cavity. It is not probable it had attained this size in a very short space of 
time. ‘The breasts of the patient were enlarged, indurated, und very painful 
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626 WATERS’ CASE OF OVARIAN TUMOUR. 


particularly the left,—and she had very much the appearance of a woman 
far advanced in pregnancy. I regret that 1 am unable to state the particular 
course of treatment to which the patient was then subjected, but mercurials 
and the various preparations of iodine were used both internally and exter- 
nally. Diuretics and cathartics were also administered, and a strict course 
of diet and regimen entered upon. 

Whether as a result of the treatment adopted or not I am unable to say, 
but about two months afterwards there occurred, vid vagina, a sudden and 
profuse discharge of ‘ta thick, yellowish, and ropy substance,” filling two 
ordinary chamber vessels. The tumour, as examination showed, disappeared 
during this discharge, and after its cessation the left ovary could be felt 
nearly i in its usual place, and about the size of acommon butternut. This 
was in the fall of 1840. 

During the winter the patient was tolerably comfortable under the use of 
the hydriodate of potash, laxatives, and diuretics. 

The ensuing summer was spent mainly in the city of Troy; and in the 
month of September, 1841, she came under my medical care—ill health 
having compelled her former attendant to retire from practice. The ovarian 
tumour had now nearly regained its usual size; her breasts were swollen 
and painful; her stomach was very irritable; appetite poor; considerable 
anasarca, and much functional derangement of the heart, though no evidence, 
upon auscultation, of organic disease of that organ. The tumour was very 
painful, which, agg ravating the previous nervous irritability, gave the patient 
but little rest night or day. I commenced the use of the following prescription :— 

R. Pulvy. Camphore, 4ss. 
Pulv. Opii, 5}. 
Ung. Hydrargyri Fort., 3ij. 
fodini, 4}. 
Axungie, 3 ij. 
Ung. fiat. 
Use two or iam times a-day upon the tumour. Also, 
R. Gambogiz, gr. vj. 
Mit. Chlorid. Hyd., gr. j. 
Jalape, gr. iv. 

To be taken every other day. 

Under this treatment the tumour enlarged but little, if any, but still con- 
tinued painful. ‘The purgative mixture was continued about ten days, when 
anodynes were resorted to more freely—the bowels being kept open by the 
use of Sulph. Magn, and Bi-Tart. Pot. The external application was con- 
tinued. 

About the tenth day the purgative mixture was repeated, and on the ensu- 
ing night a second discharge occurred, by way of both vagina and rectum— 
similar in every respect to the matter first discharged—but somewhat less in 
quantity. The change in the personal appearance of the patient was sur- 
prising. I now commenced the use of eutrophics—other than the prepa- 
rations of iodine—for the purpose of restoring tone to the system generally ; 
and of diuretics, to reduce the ascites and anasarca. 

Under the use of these the patient’s health, up to the month of April last, 
was better than it had been for many years before. ‘The pracordial pain 
still, however, continued, and was relieved as before mentioned, and I had 
strong hopes that our old acquaintance, the tumour, had disappeared for ever. 
At that time, however, the pain in the left iliac region returned, and, after a 
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short time, I perceived the left ovary enlarging for the third time, This it 
continued to do, attended with the same severe symptoms as marked its for- 
mer growth, until about the 15th of last month, (July, 1842,) when, while 
the patient was under the effects of a cathartic of gamboge and jalap, a third 
discharge occurred, vid recti et vagine. The matter now discharged very 
much resembled that formerly passed in the same manner, but was much 
more offensive—so much so that [ never saw it—and was about the same in 
quantity. The patient, for four or five days after, complained of a con- 
tinual “ gurgling” sensation in the bowels, and twice threw from the stomach 
matter resembling, as she said, that just passed from the rectum =o 
For two consecutive days—and no longer, though the weather Was very 
warm—a healthy perspiration made its appearance—a circumstance before 
unknown for ten whole years. ‘The patient is now able to move about and 
attend to her domestic duties—not very arduous, as she has never been preg- 
nant. 

She complains of considerable pain over the left ovary, which can be felt 
in its usual situation. This pain seems materially relieved by the Unguen- 
tum Ext. Belladonne. The size of the ovary is about that of a common but- 
ternut. 

Bowels regular; pulse weak, languid, and at times remitting. There is 
at present also considerable pain down the left limb, attended with much 
weakness of the part. 

Perhaps | might mention that, for a few days before the last disappearance 
of the tumour the pain from it was considerably increased during and after 
the passage of urine. Was this occasioned by the withdrawal of the support 
afforded to the tumour by a distended vesica urinaria? 

Such is the history of the case, given as briefly as possible. ‘The question 
suggests itself, Can any means relieve this patient by preventing the reap- 
pearance of this tumour? Upon this point I would invite the opinions of the 
profession. = 

Broome Co., N. Y., August, 1842. 
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Elements of Surgery: By Rosert Liston, Surgeon to the North-London 
Hospital, &c. &c. From the Second Edition, with copious Noles and 
Additions: By Samvuet Gross, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the Louis- 
ville’ Medical Institute, &c. Illustrated with numerous engravings. Phila- 
delphia: Ed. Barrington & Geo. D. Haswell, 1842. 8vo. pp. 640, 


Accident has prevented our noticing this excellent work before. The 
“Elements” are too well known, and too justly appreciated to need any 
praise on our part. With the “ Practical Surgery” of the same author, they 
form the best surgical manual in the language, in which the actual condition 
of surgical science is very fairly represented. The omissions of the author 
have been ably supplied by Professor Gross, and he has added two well 
written articles on important subjects—Strabismus and Club Foot. We can- 
not coincide with the expressions used by Dr Gross towards the “ Médécine 
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628 EDITORIAL, 


Opératoire” of Velpeau. It is indeed a ‘‘ vast storehouse of research, to 
which pompous doctors may resort for ancient lore, and prosing teachers for 
materials for instruction,”’ (Preface, p. 6,) but we dissent from the opinion 
that “‘ beyond this, it is of comparatively little utility.” We think that the 
practical surgeon may consult almost every page with advantage, and we 
attach great value to manual details from so distinguished an operator and 
experienced a surgeon. M. C, 
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Dr. Haywarp, of Boston, has written to us to point out an inaccuracy 
committed by Dr, Clymer, in his paper on “ the Mortality of Amputations,’” 
published in the thirty-sixth number of the Examiner, Injustice was done to 
Dr. Hayward and to the Massachusetts General Hospital, by the following 
statement: ‘* Of 124 amputations reported by Dr. Hayward, of the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital, there were 37 deaths, a fraction more than one 
in four.” Dr. Hayward calls attention to three errors in this statement. He 
says: “I reported the result of only 70 amputations, that being the whole 
number that had been performed at the Massachusetts Hospital, up to the 
time of my report ; of the patients in whom three operations had been per- 
formed, fifteen only died, being a little more than one in five.” 
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MEDICAL CORONER. 


At the ensuing annual election in Philadelphia, a Coroner is to be 
chosen for three years. As one of the candidates for this situation is a 
physician, we take the occasion to réiterate the opinion heretofore expressed 
in this Journal, that the duties of the office demand, for their adequate dis- 
charge, a knowledge of anatomy and medical jurisprudence, which cannot 
be found out of the medical profession. The propriety of selecting a physi- 
cian for this post has been very generally recognized. The present Coroner 
of Middlesex, Mr. Wakley, was elected some years ago, by avery large ma- 
jority, on the ground of his peculiar professional qualifications, and the prac- 
tice prevails, likewise, in New York of selecting a physician for the office. 
If it be given to a non-medical man, he is obliged to discharge his most re- 
sponsible duties second hand, or neglect them, as has been generally the 
case in Philadelphia. 

We noticed with pleasure that the names of several most respectable phy- 
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EDITORIAL. 629 


sicians were recently submitted to the two political parties, for the office of 
Coroner. We must express our regret that the nominating delegates of one 
party passed over a physician, entirely qualified for the post by professional 
knowledge, intelligence, and integrity ; and as there is but one medical man 
now in the field, we feel bound to ask for hima general support, without 
reference to party distinction. 








THE LATE BARON LARREY. 


The death of Baron Larrey, which took place at Lyons on the 29th of 
July, has deprived French Surgery of one of its brightest ornaments. Few 
members of our profession have played so important and distinguished a part 
in the annals of both histcry and science, as the veteran Larrey. His career 
was connected with some of the most stirring events of the past halfcentury, 
and his reputation belongs hardly more to his profession than to humanity. 

Jean-DomriniqueE Larrey was born in 1776, in the village of Baudeau, 
in France. Left early an orphan, at the age of fifteen he was placed un- 
der the care of a paternal uncle, who practised surgery at Toulouse, with 
whom he spent seven years in the study of medicine. In 1787, he obtained 
the post of Surgeon in the Navy, and made a cruise to the colonies. Re- 
turning shortly afterwards to France, in the midst of the excitement of the 
revolution, he became attached, as an Interne, to the hospital of the Invalids, 
After remaining here some years, he obtained the rank of full-surgeon, and 
joined the army ofthe Rhine. Larrey soon signalized himself in the army 
by the introduction of the ambulances volantes, the improved transports for 
hospital stores, which have been found so useful in the French service. 
Larrey’s services and his amhulances volantes were considered of so much 
importance, that, after the battle of Mayence, in 1793, they were publicly 
noticed in the bulletin, issued by General Beauharnais. 

In 1794, Larrey was appointed Surgeon-General, and repaired to Toulon, 
where commenced his intimacy with Napoleon, then a lieutenant of artillery. 
The school of military surgery at the Val-de-Grace had been previously estab- 
lished, and Larrey appointed a Professor ; but professors and pupils were soon 
called to active service, and the school was suspended. In 1798, Larrey 
joined the army of Egypt. His account of the memorable campaign in 
Egypt and in Syria is familiar toevery professional reader. Larrey accom- 
panied Napoleon in nearly all his campaigns, and was honored by him with 
repeated marks of distinction. In 1812, he received the title of Surgeon- 
General of the Grande Armée. His fidelity to the emperor brought him 
into active service, during the hundred days, and he was present at Waterloo, 
where he was wounded and made prisoner. During the FeStoration, M. Lar- 
rey’s well known attachment to Napoleon, kept hint urtder é-cloud, -but the 


revolution of 1830 restored him to the public sqvitey to which) he devortd Ps 
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630 EDITORIAL. 


himself to the close of his life. His death at Lyons took place upon his 
journey home from the army in Algeria. 

Baron Larrey’s scientific was not less distinguished than his military 
career. His writings on military surgery have been long recognized as the 
highest authority on the subject, and certainly no surgeon of his day equal- 
led him in the amount and variety of his contributions to practical surgery. 
In 1803 he published his ‘“* Historical and Surgical Account of the Cam- 
paign of the Army of the East, in Egypt and Syria.” In 1812, he 
published three volumes of his admirable “* Memoirs of Military Surgery 
and Campaigns,” adding a fourth volume in 1817. Besides these, Larrey 
published numerous other works, including four volumes of “ Surgical 
Clinique derived chiefly from Camps and Hospitals, from 1792 to 1832.” 

The merit of the adaptation of the immoveable apparatus to the treatment 
of fractures and certain wounds of the soft parts, belongs, we believe, to M. 
Larrey. The advantages of this mode of treatment in the surgery of ac- 
tual warfare can hardly be disputed, whatever may be our views of the 
practice under ordinary circumstances. In his last work, published short- 
ly before his death, M. Larrey gives a new notice of the apparatus, and sets 
in a striking point of view, the advantages ofits adoption in military surgery. 

Baron Larrey’s writings possess the double attraction of historical and 
scientific value. An actor in scenes, the grandeur of which has never been 
surpassed, his narrations constitute not only invaluable records of practical 
surgery, but they, at the same time, form an interesting chronicle of a most 
eventful epoch of Kuropean history. On the great merit of Larrey’s writings 
on military surgery, it is unnecessary to dwell. His immense clinical ex- 
perience, derived from a theatre that has never been equalled in magnitude, 
gives them an importance and authority that it would be presumption to 
question. He was perhaps, in some respects, too pertinacious an adherent of 
the opinions of by-gone times, and did injustice to the importance of recent 
discoveries, but his works are all entitled to the praise of practical value, 
and are distinguished by a lucid detail of facts, a just discrimination of their 
relative importance, and the evidences of a sound judgment. 

Larrey’s career was as virtuous as it was memorable. He enjoyed, pre- 
eminently the confidence and respect of Napoleon, who spoke of him at St. 
Helena in the warmest terms. His allusion to him in his will is well 
known. 

Baron Larrey was interred at Pére-la-Chaise, with great solemnity. 
A number of distinguished men followed him to the tomb, and orations 
were delivered by MM. Pariset, Breschet, and others. A subscription has 
been opened to erect a monument to his memory. 





MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES, 


Mesmerism at Richmond, Va. Considerable stir having been recently 
made at Richmond, Va., by a course of alleged experiments on mesmerism, 
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ANALECTA. 631 


performed by a Mr. French, several of the physicians of the city undertook, 
by request, to investigate the subject. Their examinations resulted in the 
adoption of the following resolution : 


Resolved, That after a careful examination of the experiments on Mes- 
merism, conducted by them at the Exchange Hotel, on the 16th of Septem- 
ber, on Mr. William Ritter’s girl Emma, and those previously performed on 
Mr. Pepper, at the same place, on the 6th instant, they are decidedly of the 

Opinion that they do not tend in the least degree to establish its claims. 





a idee ae % 


Professor of Chemistry in the University of Virginia. Dr. Roserr E, 
Rocers, of Philadelphia, has been appointed to the Chair of Chemistry and 
Materia Medica, in the University of Virginia, vacated by the death of Dr. 
Emmet. Dr. Rogers officiated, during the last session, as Professor, and gave 
general satisfaction. 





Edinburgh University. Dr. Home has resigned the Professorship of 
Practical Medicine, and has been succeeded by Dr. ALtson, who vacates 
the chair he held—that of the Theory or Institutes of Physic. Dr. Home 
for many years held the latter professorship ; and his suceessor in either 
chair is to relinquish £150, so as to make up a retiring allowance of £300 
per annum. 

Dr. Joun Tuomson has also resigned his chair—that of Pathology; and 
Dr. Henverson has been elected his successor. 

The vacancy in the Chair of Surgery, caused by the death of Sir Coartes 
BELL, has been supplied by the appointment of Mr. MiLieEr, one of the Sur- 
geons to the Edinburgh Infirmary. 


Death of Pelletier. This distinguished Chemist, Professor in the School 
of Pharmacy, died in the month of July last, after a long and painful illness. 
His researches on the vegetable alkalies, in association with M. Caventou, 
were a valuable contribution to science. 


The post of Inspector General and member of the “ Conseil de Santé des 
armées,” filled by Baron Larrey, has been given to M. Beein, first Profes- 
sor at the Val-de-Grace. 
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Injections of Belladonna in Strangulated Hernia. By Dr. F. Fiscuer, 
of Tambach.—In September, 1838, a woman, aged 68, experienced a swell- 
ing in the right groin, during the occurrence of a severe cough; this was 
followed by pain andtenderness in the part, vomiting, sleeplessness, and pain 
in the abdomen. Examination shewed a strangulated hernia, which could 


not be reduced. The author directed injections of belladonna (one scruple of 
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632 ANALECTA. 


the leaves in each) to be administered. After three clysters the taxis was 
again employed, and the hernia returned without difficulty. 

A man, aged forty years, had from his youth suffered under an inguinal 
hernia of the right side, which became incarcerated whilst he was loading a 
waggon with w ood. After taxis, bleeding, cold applications, and other means 
had been tried without success, three injections of belladonna were given, 
The effect of these clysters shewed themselves after a while by symptoms of 
narcotism, as restlessness, delirium, dilated pupil, &e., which subsided un- 
der the employment of cold applications to the head. Reduction was then 
again attempted, and the hernia returned with very little trouble-—Lond. 
Med. Gaz., from Schmidt's Jahrbiicher. 


Organs for the Secretion of Sweat. By Dr. Grratprs.—The organs 
which secrete the sweat, which were first pointed out by Breschet, and alter- 
wards described by Purkinje, Gurlt, Wagner, Serres, Arnold, Madden, and 
others, Dr. Giraldes has studied more particularly, and added a few addi- 
tional facts. These glands exist in great numbers in the palm of the hand, 
and in the soles of the feet, in which situations the ‘y are very numerous, cial 
being well developed, are more easily examined than elsewhere. They ex- 
ist algo, and are of tolerable size, in all the spots covered with hair, as the 
arm-pits, perineum, scalp, &c. ‘They are also seen over the whole surface 
of the derma; but are there extremely small, almost rudimentary. These 
organs are composed, according to Dr. Giraldes, not of simple canals divided 
at their extremity, but of a straight canal, which pierces through the whole 
thickness of the derma, and is imbedded in the fatty layer beneath it. Some- 
times they penetrate this fatty layer to a very considerable depth; at the 
extremities of the fingers they even seem to traverse it completely. Ar- 
rived at this point, these canals sometimes dichotomize; in general, how- 
ever, they remain simple, and roll on themselves, so as to form a small but- 
ton- shaped body. ‘These convolutions are sometimes all on the same plane; 
at other times so as to form a spheroidal appearance. Dr. Giraldes states 
that he has shown this structure to Professor Serres. —Comptes Rendus des 
Seances de l’ Academie des Sciences: and Edinburgh Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. 








Adulteration of the Cantharis Vesicatoria. By Mr. Joun Macxay, 
Edinburgh.—A species of adulteration of the above insect came lately un- 
der my notice, which, from its singularity, lam induced to communicate. 
I do this more readily , as I am not aware of the circumstances having been 
mentioned before. From an ounce weight of the flies, I picked, ina few 
minutes, forty-six various colored glass beads. I estimate the weight of 
glass in this form to amount to upwards of three ounces ina pound weight of 
the cantharides. ‘The late Dr. Duncan, in speaking of the adulteration of 
cantharides, says, “ the melolontha vitis is sometimes found mixed in con- 
siderable numbers with the cantharides. They are easily distinguished by 
their almost square body ; and as they do not stimulate the skin, should be 
picked out before the cantharides are powdered. * (Duncan’s Dispensatory, 
p- 276.) Dr. Pereira and other writers mention the powder only as liable to 
adulteration, and chiefly with evphorbium. In Dr. Christison’s last work, 
he says, “in the entire state cantharides are scarcely subject to adul- 
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teration in this country. In Germany, the cetonia aurata of Fabricius, or 
rainy auratus of Linnzus, the golden beetle, is sometimes mixed with 

; but this insect may be known by its greater proportional breadth and fat 
belly. ” (Christison’s Dispensatory, p. 264.) ‘There is, therefore, no evi- 
dence of any extraneous matter being introduced to the flies, excepting the 
golden beetle; which, of course, is at once distinguishable from its ap- 
pearance. 

The addition of glass beads to cantharides, whether it be accidental or 
fraudulent, ought to be exposed, as the particles of glass, when reduced to 
powder with the flies, and applied for the purpose of vesication, must prove 
a source of extreme irritation to the skin.—Pharm. Journ, 


Typhus Fever in Paris.—For six weeks or two months, typhus fever 
has raged in Paris to as great or greater extent than it did in the year 1831. 
It is not confined to the hospitals, where several wards are filled’ with per- 
sons suffering under it, but it is extensively spread throughuot the city, in 
the middle classes. There being none of the usual causes of such epidemics 
present, in the distress of the lower classes, or the bad nature of the food, it 
has been attributed, though perhaps with insufficient reason, to the dry and 
hot weather which has prevailed for three or four months. The disease fol- 
lows pretty much its ordinary train of symptoms, with the exception that 
many of the patients present a marked bilious state, and have a great dispo- 
sition to vomit bile, which is excited by the least movement or cough. But 
the course of the affection appears to undergo no great change from the de- 
velopement of these phenomena; and it is said that in ‘Spite of the number 
of persons severely affected, the average of mortality is not greater than is 
usual in this disease.—Lond. Med. Gaz, 





M. Velpeau on Cysts of the Eyelid.—I\ would say a few words respecting 
the case of a man, on whom I am about to operate for three small tumors on 
the eyelid. Of two of these the outline cannot be distinguished, being mask- 
ed by the third which is more voluminous. This last is evidently. a cyst 
filled with a fluid or semifluid material. ‘The nature of the contents of the 
two others it is not easy to diagnose, from their size and the thickness of 
their walls, but from analogy we may suppose them to be filled with a liquid 
or semiconcrete matter, 

Tumors of this description are very rarely cured by any plan of treatment 
except by operation. Occasionally, indeed, they disappear without any 
operation or treatment. Sometimes this may result from the particular con- 
stitution of the individual, as ina young subject who about the age of puber- 
ty was freed from an affection of this nature. Or, it may be produced by 
some other disease concurring at the same time, as in the case of a woman 
who had three of these tumors on the eyelid, and on whom I had fixed a pe- 
riod for operation. But she came to me some months afterwards, and in- 
formed me that she had suffered under an affection of the chest, and the tu- 
mors had disappeared, Occasionally they disappear under local applications 
for their resolution, but we can rarely expect success to attend this treat- 
ment, and it is altogether ineffectual when they have attained a considerable 
developement. They may, however, be safely and with certainty cured by 
surgical means. 
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634 ANALECTA. 


Of the two proceedings, extirpation and incision, the former, employed by 
most surgeons, appears to me a tedious operation. _It is necessary to dissect 
with caution, and if it be a cyst, whatever care is taken it will be difficult to 
avoid opening it; it then is necessary to excise it entirely, and to apply 
cauterization, or there will be a considerable chance of return. If the con- 
tents of the tumor be concrete, the operation is comparatively easy ; but, 
otherwise, I think incision is preferable: it is less painful, and quite as suc- 
cessful. Soime persons in practising this operation hold the tumor with the 
fingers, others place an elevator beneath the eyelid. I employ simply two 
pair of forceps, of which one is held by an assistant; I myself, holdiug the 
other in such a manner that the eyelid is rendered tense between them, and 
raised trom the globe of the eye. I make the incision, expel the contents, 
and apply nitrate of silver to the interior of the cavity. ‘There is sometimes 
slight consecutive inflammation, and the eyelid swells a little, and soon an 
eschar is detached, and the cure accomplished in eight days. A _ piece of 
lint dipped in saturnine lotion or cold water is the only dressing employed. 
I should, however, observe, that by extirpation the cure is more prompt; a 
piece of dressing is placed on the wound, and the whole is terminated. 

After these observations the operation was performed: M. Velpeau in- 
cised the different tumors, and cauterized the bottom of each wound.—Lond. 
Med, Gaz., from a Clinical Lecture by M. Velpeau, in Gazette des Hopi- 
taux. 





Enlarged Prostate mistaken for Calculus.—M. Ripault, of Dijon, was 
called to assist at an operation for stone. The patient was an adult, in 
whom all the usual symptoms of calculus were present: the characteristic 
sound occasioned by striking the sound against a hard body was distinctly 
heard by several persons, and the existence of a stone undoubted. The 


lateral operation was performed, the bladder was opened; but the forceps, 
several times introduced, brought away nothing but clots of blood. An en- 
cysted stone was suspected, but the operation was discontinued. Neverthe- 
less, the pains, which the patient previously experienced, ceased for some 
months ; after which they recurred with greater violence ; difficulty of mic- 
turition increased, the urine became ammoniacal, fever set in, and the patient 
died six months after the operation. On examination of the body, the pus- 
tules were found enlarged and composed of tough fibrous tissue, a section of 
which had a horny appearance, and when struck with the sound it commu- 
nicated the same sensation which had been experienced during life.—ZJbid, 
from the Académie des Sciences. 





Devilliers and Chailly on Auscultation in Pregnancy.—To determine 
the position of the maximum intensity of the double sounds of the foetal heart, 
we divide the abdomen into four parts by two lines crossing one another 
perpendicularly at the umbilicus, one falling from the extremity of the 
xiphoid cartilage to the symphysis pubis, the other running horizon- 
tally from side to side. In cranial presentations, the sounds will be 
heard most intensely below, in presentations of the pelvic extremity 
above the transverse line; the precordial region being nearer to the 
head than the pelvis. It is very difficult to diagnose presentations of the 
trunk, inasmuch as the sounds being heard below the transverse line, they 
may be confounded with cranial positions. ‘The maximum intensity of the 
sounds on the right or left of the perpendicular line indicates a right or left 
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position of the head. ‘The more distinctly the sounds are heard in the medi- 
an line, the greater isthe probability that the abdomen of the child is direct- 
ed anteriorly. In the opposite position the sounds are heard more clearly in 
a lateral situation. But these signs, especially in the latter case, are very 
difficult, and we are often obliged to have recourse to other means to assist 
in the diagnosis. A table is added, according to which a correct diagnosis 
was formed by auscultation in 223, a false one in 68 cases of pregnancy.— 
The large proportion of the latter was owing to the difficulty in determining 
the anterior or posterior, and right or left positions of the child.—Jbid, from 
Revue Médicale. 





Black Pitch in the Treatment of Hemorrhoids, By 'T. H. Warvte- 
wortu, M. D.—Hmorrhoids, anatomically speaking, are hypertrophied 
cellular tissue, in connection with a large number of varicose veins ; they are 
of an indolent or inflammatory character, generally appearing in those per- 
sons who live well, and take but little exercise. Out of eighty cases that 
have come under my notice, sixty occurred in males, and twenty in females; 
their origin in the latter could be traced to the free use of the pills of the 
Whitworth doctor, of bone-setting notoriety. These pills are chiefly com- 
posed of aloes ; in the former the piles were produced in twenty from hard 
riding ; in fifteen their occurrence was attributed to the circumstance of 
having sat some time upon wet grass; and in the remaining twenty-five, a 
variety of causes were assigned for the production of hemorrhoids. ‘The 
most troublesome symptoms in those patients whose piles resulted from hard 
riding, were a continual itching about the anus, accompanied with a burning 
sensation ; and to use the expression of the patients themselves, the heat was 


so intense that it'seemed as if “‘ a red-hot iron had been thrust up the funda- 


ment.” Upon an examination of these persons, a considerable degree of ful. 


ness around the verge of the anus was discovered, attended with an inflam- 
matory blush of a leaden hue; the internal surface of the rectum presented 
to the finger a considerable number of prominences about the size of horse- 
beans, siiuated just within the sphincter ani, which were exceedingly tender 
to the touch, for on gently pressing them with the point of the finger, the pa- 
tient complained of a severe lancinating pain; considerable annoyance was 
experienced from protrusion of the piles after each motion, but no hemor. 
hage followed. 

‘The treatment consisted in the application of leeches to the perineum, and 
in the neighbourhood of the coccyx; for | have witnessed very unpleasant 
effects from placing leeches upon the verge of the anus when much swollen 
and inflamed, and more particularly when the inflamed surface has had a 
dark or leaden appearance ; in such cases | have seen small ulcers produced 
by the leech bites that have required more care and attention to heal than 
the removal of the piles, and, in one instance, considerable sloughing was the 
result. [I am happy to find that my experience perfectly accords with that 
of M. Lisfranc, as far as regards the application of leeches to the inflamed 
parts ; and [ think with him that the strictest care is necessary in the em- 
ployment of leeches, and that they ought never to be applied to the anus 
when in a state of inflammation. After the inflammatory symptoms have 
subsided, | administered common black pitch, and under its use a speedy 
cure was affected. In the remaining sixty patients the piles were of an in- 
dolent character ; in ten, they were attended with a most troublesome dis- 
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charge of mucus and blood, both before and after a motion. In the remaining 
fifty, the piles were external ; and in thirty instances they had existed for 
more than six years, and during that time almost every kind of treatment 
had been adopted, but without benefit. In one ortwo of the patients there 
were evident symptoms of disease of the liver, but in the remainder it seem- 
ed that the piles were unaccompanied with any visceral disturbances or or- 
ganic disease. 

Having witnessed the good effects of black pitch in the treatment of piles 
of an indolent kind, whether attended with hemorrhage or not, | at once 
commence with the administration of that substance, combining it with a 
little blue pill in the two cases already referred to, in whom I| apprehended 
disease of the liver. When given agreeably to the following formula :— 
Take of black pitch, one drachm powdered gum arabic, half a drachm ; 
well mixed together, and divided into twenty pills, two of which are to be 
taken every night; its action upon the bowels is that of a gentle aperient; 
thereby rendering the pitch a most desirable remedy in piles. As a remedial 
agent in affections of an indolent character situated in the vicinity of the 
rectum, black pitch has, according to my experience, a decided superiority 
over Ward’s paste, although the latter has been introduced into the pharma- 
copeia. Waurd’s paste, as just observed, is far inferior to black pitch as a 
medicinal remedy in relieving those distressing affections of the rectum, fis- 
tula in ano, and hemorrhoids; for, on comparing the number of cases of fis- 
tula treated with Ward’s paste, and black pitch, the latter had the advantage 
both as regards the number of cures and the time in which they were ac- 
complished. With such an agent as this, in the affections referred to, I do 
think that the profession ought rather to employ it than to encourage the use 
of a quack medicine. Much has been said in your Journal upon the subject 
of medical reform ; and certainly reform in this particular is of the first im- 
portance, inasmuch as the sale of quack medicines has always and ever will 
tend to injure the medical practitioner. 

But in returning to the subject of the paper, I may state my opinion, 
which is based upon considerable experience, that neither the ligature nor 
the knife will ever be wanted (except in extreme cases which have been neg- 
lected) in the cure of piles, or of fistula in ano. “The true end of surgery 
is to preserve, not to destroy,” says M. Lisfrane. Bateman recommends 
pitch in several cutaneous affections as a powerful stimulant, and as possess- 
ing the property of improving that acid condition of the skin which generally 
accompanies cutaneous affections. Supposing, a priori, that pitch acts thus 
beneficially upon the functions of the skin, we may fairly infer that by gent- 
ly stimulating the capillaries and exhalents on the surface of the intestinal 
canal, it may produce a healthy action, so necessary to the relief of the dila- 
ted hemorrhoidal vessels and hypertrophied cellular tissue. In this way the 
influence of the pitch may be exercised upon the portal veins, causing an 
acceleration of this portion of the venous circulation, and together with 
its action upon the bowels, it may also probably increase the biliary 
circulation, A chain of effects occurring like what I have attempted 
but feebly to explain, would, upon true physiological principles, remove 
the sluggish state of the circulation which was present in sixty out 
of the eighty cases as treated by me. Instances will occur in which 
the pitch would be inadmissible, viz., pregnancy, and in a highly irri- 
table condition of the bowels, unless combined with opium. With these ex- 
ceptions pitch is the only remedy, i in conjunction with frequent injections of 
tepid water into the rectum, being satisfied that cleanliness is of the first im- 
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portance in the treatment of diseases in that vicinity, on which I rely for the 
removal of piles. In fistula, its use has been attended with the best results ; 
therefore | can recommend the pitch to the notice of my professional breth- 
ren.—London Lancet, August 27, 1842. 





Reunion of Two Fingers completely separated from the Hand, and each 
divided into two portions. .By Signor Devta Fanrerta.—A girl, 14 
vears old, was engaged with another person in some domestic occupation, 
when the ‘latter accidentally let fall a knife, which cut off two of her fingers 
below the first phalanx. The author being soon after summoned, found the 
two pieces in some meal on which the patient’ s hand was resting at the time 
of the accident; but he discovered, to his great surprise, that each of them 
was divided into two portions. However, he determined to try to unite 
them ; and having put the bits together, he kept them all in their places with 
sutures and strips rot plaster. In a few days the adhesion was completed, 
and the patient ultimately recovered the entire use of her fingers. 

It is necessary to mention, that the authenticity of this strange case was 
confirmed by Professors Centofanti and Vacca. —-London Med. Gaz. July 
22,1842. From Ann. Univ. di Med. 





Some Observations on the Treatment of Eczema. By Jonatuan GREEN, 
M. D., M. R. C. S., &c.—The treatment of eczema is, for the most part, so 
uncertain and unsatisfactory, that | trust a few remarks on the subject may 
not be without interest, as they are the result of frequent practical observa- 
tion. ‘The symptoms of the disease itself it is needless to particularise; they 
vary according to the exteat, the region, the degree, or stage of the malady, 
and the serous discharge is always characteristic of the fully- -developed state 
of the disease, to w hich [ would draw attention. 

It is always readily known by the scalded appearance of the parts affected; 
mostly the legs, the thighs, and arms of elderly persons are the seats of these 
procrastinated ailments ; but no region of the body seems to be exempt i 
the disease, and it often attacks the flexures of the joints, scrotum, &c., 
the great inconvenience of the patient, though otherwise not often of a seri- 
ous nature. ‘The sudden and profuse quantity of clear watery discharge 
that attends eczema will always characterise the disease ; and this is often so 
abundant, as to require doubled and quadrupled folds of sheets, or other 
covering to absorb it, and these frequently require to be renewed. It must 
be evident that | am now alluding to aggravated cases, those which are alike 
commonly treated with dissatisfaction to the practitioner and patient. Ap- 
plications, even of the most bland description, as simply of oil, lard, ablutions 
of bran water, of warm water alone, or combined with the various prepara- 
tions of lead, opium, &c., from which sedative effects might be expected ; 
yet they seem for the most part to be of little avail in severe cases of the dis- 
ease. ‘The general health of the patient, however, is often not in the least 
interrupted; the various internal functional operations seem to proceed with 
little or no deviation from that which constitutes a state of health. Some. 
times the tongue is covered in part or on its whole surface with a brown or 
yellow thick mucus; the urine small in quantity, clouded, and depositing 
reddish sediment, and the pulse is quick and variable. When these latter 
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symptoms attend the disorder, appropriate treatment must be had recourse to 
as indicated, for persons may have at the same time various other ailments 
conjoined with the eczema, but, generally speaking, for the latter, internal 
treatment would seem to be uncalled for. 

The disease is usually attended with much anxiety and irritability, and an 
alarm, which is not borne out by the serious implication or derangement of 
any of the more important organs of the body threatening danger to the pa- 
tient’s life; and however general eczema may be over the patient's body, it 
usually gets well after a period of more or less duration and perplexity of 
management. The sulphur fumigating baths, so much extolled on the con- 
tinent for the treatment of cutaneous disorders, are of no good avail in the 
treatment of eczema, but mischievous, unless resorted to at the latter stages 
of the disease, and administered in a very qualified way only to be learnt by 
practice with this important means of relief. This observation may be ap- 
plied with equal truth as regards these baths, wheu applied to all the vesicu- 
lar and prurigonous disorders of the skin in their early or active stages. 
The diseases last alluded to require the fumigations to be administered at a 
low temperature, and in a modified manner, and at the stages of their deca- 
dence, if we would calculate on benefit from their use. With this reserve I 
fully agree with all that has been advocated for the utility of the fumiga- 
tions. 

On the legs, thighs, and arms, eczema is mostly to be found on those who 
labour under the malady when in an aggravated state. The parts ap- 
pear denuded of the cuticle, as though they had been scalded, and the open- 
ing of the capillary exhalents are continuously exuding such a quantity of 
serous fluid, as to quite surprise the patient and the practitioner not accus- 
tomed to the disease. ‘This discharge continues as long as the disease re- 
mains in an acute state, rebellious to all the customary and well-considered 
means resorted to for its amendment. The parts affected will continue dis- 
charging serum for weeks, and sometimes for months, going through all 
dressings, and even sometimes through the bedding. Proser absorbing sub- 
stances are in constant requisition, the edges or folds of which become stiff 
and adhering, and their removal occasions excoriations more or less deep 
and bleeding ; the latter, however, is never to much extent, and seems to do 
no harm. ‘These frequent dressings have appeared to me a source of evil, 
by prolonging the disorder; yet it is not often, even in the state above 
named, that there is any imperious call for internal medical aid ; the bodily 
functions go on well, with the exception of the skin, nor does it seem ad- 
visable that the patient should be put on too low a dietary system; the serous 
discharge so profusely escaping, would appear to prevent any high degree 
of internal inflammatory symptoms from taking place. A moderate diet 
with quiet, and the bowels perfectly free, is all that seems absolutely need- 
ful to be observed; in robust young subjects a moderate bleeding may be es- 
sayed, and other indications appropriately met. 

Without entering into detail as regards various remedial means, I at once 
say, that after repeatedly tryingthe usual routine of medicines and applications 
in the treatment of eczema, generally with disappointment, and seeing the 
health of the patient commonly so little disturbed, led me to direct my at- 
tention principally to external means for relief. With a view of abating 
the apparent high state of superficial inflammation in eczema, I have used 
the extract of lead to great extent ; equal parts of grease, or cream, and of 
the extract, have been applied all over very extensive surfaces of eczema: I 
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am not aware that I ever did any good with this application, but I name it 
in order to say | have never known any evil to follow its application; this is 
contrary to general assent; perhaps the exemption from evil may have been 
owing to the fuimigating haths being used at the same time, as the latter oc- 
casions an excess of action in the exhalents of the system, dependent on the 
view of the prescriber, and on the way of administering this fumigation ; 
but certain it is, | have used the said extract with little regard as to quanti- 
ty, and without ill effects, and after a time I ceased to apprehend any ill ef- 
fects from its use. Without detailing the various means which ended in dis- 
appointment, [ at once proceed to the mode that has answered best with me 
in treating eczema. It is to keep the patient as still and quiet as_ possible, 
subjected to a moderate warmth, not to produce sweating, but only to keep 
insensible perspiration active. I cover all the diseased surface with an oint- 
ment composed of a drachm of calcined magnesia, rubbed into two ounces 
of melted lard (the lard when previously melted takes up more readily the 
magnesia,) and this mixture also admits better of any additional medicament 
that may be desired. ‘This sort of ointment is scarcely greasy to the feel, 
and I have found it much better than the chalk ointment frequently used ; 
the latent carbonic acid and lime contained in the chalk does not agree with 
the irritable diseased surface of eczema. ‘This magnesia ointment being a 
little warmed, is smeared all over the eczematous surface, and then covered 
with tissue paper; and the longer it can be allowed to remain without re- 
moval the better. At first it may require to be renewed once, or even twice 
a-day ; this is easily done: any parts of the tissue paper which are not posi- 
tively pushed off by the discharge are allowed to remain; and where the 
discharge has broken through, and as it were washed away the paper, a 
fresh smearing of the absorbing magnesia ointment is applied, and a patch 
or many patches of the tissue paper, according to the extent of surface, is 
put over it as before. In two, three, or four days, quiet being observed in 
the interval, the discharge of the eczema becomes greatly lessened, ceasing 
to push off the paper, yet in places it may be felt fluctuating under it: no 
matter, as long as the paper remains entire, 1 do not remove it for the sake 
of redressing, which [ only resort to, to parts or places where it is absolutely 
necessary. *y am convinced that the less we interfere either externally or 
internally with eczema, the better it is, and the sooner we get over the 
high excitement of this apparently formidable disease on the surface. Whilst 
this magnesia application and the paper will remain on, it is well to let it do 
so without removal ; it will become black in places, attended with some lit- 
tle feetor; but if the latter is not much in degree, I suffer it to remain until 
the paper falls off of itself, and the parts under it are generally found to be 
healing, or quite healed ; if not the latter, another dressing as before is ap- 
plied, aud allowed to remain, and thus repeated as long as needed. It is 
surprising how soon the eczema will heal under this method ; ; cases that have 
previously required incessant attention, and no amendment after months of 
treatment, often get well in three or four weeks. ‘The cuticle will then con- 
tinue to throw off abundance of squamous lamine, and it is at this period 
that the mild fumigation may be brought to aid with great advantage, or the sim- 
ple vapour bath may be used ; but if either one or ‘the other is used previous 
to the decadence of the distase; they do no good, but the contrary. Greasy 
applications, indeed, all applications are, for the most part, unsatisfactory 
in eczema; | would except this magnesian ointment, which is hardly to be 
called greasy, and, according to the mode just recommended of using it 
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has answered better with me than any other mode of treating eczema. 
Nevertheless, | am of opinion that much of the amendment that follows is 
due to the quiet and little interference resorted to afier this method of treat- 
ing the disease. It seems to hasten and bring the thin acrimonious discharge 
into that of a bland and pus-like nature. As long as the thin ichorous dis- 
charge continues, there is no end to the trouble, and the surface implicated 
goes on extending. Attention to cleanliness, by washing with lotions, wa- 
ter, thin gruel, &c., is mostly needless, does no good, and has appeared to 
me to be a source of aggravation to the ailment under consideration. In- 
ternal treatment must depend on any functional derangement that may co- 
exist with the eczema; but very often no derangement of function can be 
discovered, except that which constitutes the disease itselfon the skin. I 
would add that mercurial medicines appear to act mischievously, even as Is 
known to the producing the disease. The fumigating baths are only ad- 
missible when the disease 1s on the decline, and the squamous form set 
in with little orno discharge, or when the surface looks of a dark red or 
purplish colour ; the effec's of such baths are then of great avail, and where 
they cannot be had, the use of a simple vapour bath may be substituted with 
good effect. Bad cases of eczema are of such frequent occurrence, are 
subject to such sudden accessions without appreciable cause, and so per- 
plexing to control, that [ trust these remarks may be of some practical use, 
as they are the result of daily observation in the management of this dis- 
ease.—London Lancet, Aug. 13, 1842. 





Post-Mortem Examination of a Soldier, one hundred and two years old. 
—This man had taken part in numerous campaigns, and had never suffered 
from illness. He retained his bodily powers up to his hundredth year, but 
gave up from decrepitude and mental incapacity fifteen months previously to 
his death, and was received into the Military Hospital of Bradenburgh. His 
death occurred unexpectedly and without premonitory indication. 

On examination, thirty-six hours after decease, the body was found moder- 
ately stout; the few hairs that remained were silvery; his teeth had long 
since quitted their sockets, the alveolar processes of the jaws were complete- 
ly absorbed, and the mouth contracted in size. ‘The opening of the cranium 
was rendered difficult by the thickness of the bones and their adhesion with 
the dura mater, and the latter was dense and tendinous. The brain was nor- 
mal, its arteries converted into bony tubes ; the pineal gland was filled with 
calcareous matter, and the choroid plexuses were vesicular. ‘The larynx and 
carotida were completely ossified. ‘The thorax large and well formed; 
lungs perfectly sound; heart normal; valves remarkably ossified ; large ar- 
teries converted into ossific tubes; costal cartilages almost completely ossi- 
fied. The liver, spleen, and kidneys presented a state of extreme softening, 
greater than could be referred to decomposition, and which can alone be ex- 
plained on the supposition of excessive debility of the vital powers. Thus the 
kidneys consisted of a semifluid granular mass, although the urine was natu- 
ral and unclouded. The gall-bladder was distended with upwards of five 
hundred concretions, of various magnitude, and its coats were so soft that 
they became ruptured by the slightest touch. No symptoms of this collec- 
tion had existed during life. —Jbid, from Medicinische Zeitung, 1842. 
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